
Citing the effectiveness of last
year’s pilot program of using

surveillance cameras and license plate
readers to deter and catch bad guys in
Orinda, Police Chief Mark Nagel
made a successful pitch to the City
Council to expand the program and
make it permanent.  The victory did
not come easily, though, as privacy
concerns surfaced about the availabil-
ity of data produced by the technol-
ogy to members of the public –
including those who could use them
for the wrong purposes.

      
Particularly strong support for the

action came from residents of Wilder,
where use of the new playing fields
has created a sense of uneasiness
among those living in homes just over
the rise in the valley to the south (see
related story on page D1).  Nagel ex-
pressed a particular need for cameras
at appropriate Wilder locations, be-
cause there has been a spate of auto-
mobile break-ins in the playing field
parking lots, and at least one incident
in which a stolen car was abandoned
there.  Mailboxes have been vandal-
ized and mail stolen within the devel-
opment on several occasions, and
residents also told the council they
have observed unfamiliar cars in the
development – one took off in haste
when residents approached and asked
if the occupants needed help.

      
At the request of a friend in

Wilder, David Fried of Tiburon,
which was the first Bay Area city to
adopt the use of surveillance cameras
five years ago, spoke in support of the
camera program. Since license plate
readers were installed, he said, there
has been a 50 percent reduction in se-
rious crimes in his city, and the system
has aided in solving crimes as well.
His remarks to the council were of
particular interest because Tiburon,
like Wilder, has only one road in and
out from the freeway interchange that
serves it.  Others who spoke in sup-
port of expanding the program in-
cluded Michael Yim, whose home
was entered last December by an in-
truder who pistol-whipped a nanny in
full view of his 5-year-old daughter.
With the aid of Orinda’s surveillance
cameras, the suspect was appre-
hended in Oakland within a matter of
hours.  

      
Not all of those who appeared be-

fore the council spoke in support of
the program, and some of the speak-
ers were quite passionate about the
potential threat to privacy presented
by the availability of data from the
cameras.  In a dramatic demonstration
of the hazards of retaining the video
images, one speaker whipped out a
tablet device and showed a clip of a
car driving on an Orinda street.

“Council Member Worth, this is you,”
he said.  He then displayed the travels
of Chief Nagel on video. He and oth-
ers recited a litany of information that
can legally be obtained from the im-
ages using open-source software.  Ex-
amples include observations of the
comings and goings of residents, thus
providing information about when
homes are vacant, and of children
who are unaccompanied when walk-
ing to school.  The data mining from
this source can also be used for other
purposes when further processed.   

      
Retention and production of the

information are governed by state law
and implementing policies of the
Contra Costa County Sheriff’s De-
partment, limiting control by the city.
Orinda takes the most conservative
approach allowable for retention,

keeping license plate readings for one
year and surveillance tapes for 90
days.

      
At the end of the hearing, the pro-

tection of Orinda residents and their
property won out over concerns about
misuse of the cameras or the data they
produce. The council voted 4-1 in
favor of purchasing eight additional
RECONYX surveillance cameras to
be placed at locations where they will
fill existing voids in coverage, two au-
tomatic license plate readers (ALPRs)
to be installed at Wilder locations, and
an additional ALPR to be mounted on
a police vehicle.  Council Member
Eve Phillips, who regarded the action
as going too far under the circum-
stances, cast the dissenting vote. 

      
The vehicle-mounted device will

augment one that is already in service,

but only during daytime hours be-
cause of nightly maintenance of the
vehicle and the greater need for day-
time coverage, when home burglaries
typically occur.  This measure will
provide round-the-clock coverage.  In
addition to the acquisition of more
cameras, the council made the pro-
gram permanent, but added a require-
ment for annual statistical review of
the results of the program.  Referring
to the current national controversy
over cell phone security, Council
Member Amy Worth reminded staff
of the need to keep a close eye on
electronic security developments to
insure that the city’s implementation
of the technology is kept within cur-
rent legal parameters.
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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, February 24, 2016www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, March 1, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, March 14, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Jan. 31 to Feb. 6
Alarms 26
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)  2
Traffic Stops 19
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subjects 4
Suspicious Vehicles 9
Burglary, Misc.

100 block Las Vegas Rd
Burglary, Residential

90 block La Cresta Rd
20 block North Ln
300 block El Toyonal

Civil Problem
10 block Owl Hill Rd

Death, Non-criminal
100 block El Toyonal 

Dependent Child
McDonald Nursery 

Disturbing the Peace
Santa Maria/Camino Pablo

Littering
Charles Hill/El Nido Ranch Rd

Panhandling
Safeway

Police/Fire/EMS Response
Starbucks

Probation Revoked
Glorietta Blvd/Heather Ln

Public Nuisance
Dos Encinas/El Camino Moraga
50 block Via Floreado
70 block La Espiral 

Reckless Driving
BevMo

Road Rage
San Pablo Dam Rd/

Camino Pablo
Robbery, Armed

Theatre Square
Theft, Petty

20 block Orinda Way
20 block Wild Rye Way
10 block Las Piedras
First Republic Bank (from vehicle)

Theft, ID
10 block Dos Encinas

Vacation House Checks 13
Verbal Dispute

100 block Bates Ct
Warrant Arrest

CVS

Council Decides to Take Smaller Bite, Puts $25M
Bond Measure on June Ballot for Roads
By Victor Ryerson

The Orinda City Council has
placed a $25 million general

obligation bond issue on the June 11
ballot to continue the city’s road and
drainage repair program, despite the
reservations of at least two council
members who would have preferred
to seek the entire $47 million neces-
sary to complete the job.  In a dra-
matic about-face, Council Member
Darlene Gee voted in favor of the
smaller bond measure on Feb. 16 to
provide the four council votes neces-
sary to put the measure before the vot-

ers this year and keep the program
moving forward.  Council Member
Eve Phillips cast the lone dissenting
vote.

      
“We have tried the whole enchi-

lada (twice) before” without success,
observed Mayor Victoria Smith.  But
if this measure passes, the risk is that
voters may not approve raising the
final $22 million down the line if they
perceive it as unnecessary.  “The re-
ality is, almost everyone votes their
own pocketbook,” and not necessarily
in the community’s best interest as a

whole, lamented Gee.  With the ma-
jority of the road work completed and
a lot of residents satisfied, it might be
harder to obtain the two-thirds vote
necessary to approve the final round
of road work.

      
Council Member Amy Worth

was more optimistic.  Expressing
“very serious concerns” that Orinda
voters would approve the full $47
million at once, she favors the more
cautious incremental approach as one
that has already been accepted by the
electorate.  Smith agrees that this so-

cial compact has essentially been
made.  With the reluctant support of
two of their more hesitant colleagues,
they paved the way on Tuesday not
only for this spring’s campaign, but
likely for another in two years.

      
The current measure will require

a two-thirds vote to pass.  Voters can
expect to receive a lot of material in
the mail this spring as efforts are
made to explain or oppose the coun-
cil’s action.  In the meantime, sched-
uled road repairs will continue
unabated – until the money runs out.

Spirited Discussion Ends with Approval for More
Surveillance Cameras 
By Victor Ryerson

please...

...thanks!

Amazing Private 8+ Acre Orinda Estate in Glorietta!
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Top 100 Agents Coldwell Banker SF Bay Area 2015
#1 Individual Agent Coldwell Banker Orinda 2015
laua@lauaabrams.com
(510) 697-3225
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www.lauraabrams.com
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Presidents International Sterling 2015
suzanne.geoffrion@camoves.com

(925) 699-4832 
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Private showings only!    Offered at $4,250,000

is private unique one of a kind Orinda Estate is located on 8+ acres of rolling
OakWoodlands with stunning panoramic views and possible potential for
subdivision. Recently updated, this approximately 8,500 square foot home features a
6 car garage, indoor racquetball court, tennis court, 6 bedrooms, 5 1/2 bathrooms, a
game room, an exercise room, a large sauna, pool, spa and stunning entertaining
areas! All located in the highly desirable Glorietta area close to downtown Orinda
and Lafayette! For more images please view www.25rusticway.com.
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